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From Climate Change to Climate Crisis:
How worried should we be?

By Eng. Zein Alsaka

Aerial view of ice caps melting. Photo credit: William Bossen.

Global View

Global temperatures are rising. Ice caps are melting. The
past five years have been, collectively, the warmest years
in modern records with 2018 having a temperature rise of
0.83 degrees Celsius compared to the 1951 to 1980 mean.!"

The Paris climate conference came as a unanimous call

for action against what scientists are now calling a global
crisis. Representatives from 196 countries met in December
2015 out of which 184 submitted Nationally determined
contributions (NDCs) to reduce national greenhouse gas
emissions and adapt to climate change.?

Aiming to bring stakeholders and governments together to
implement the Paris Agreement, Chile, which is to host the
next UN Climate Change Conference COP25, appointed
Gonzalo Mufioz—a business entrepreneur, social change-
maker and the founder of TriCiclos—as Chile’s High-Level
Climate Action Champion.?!

While some countries are at extreme risk of getting ‘lost’
due to climate change, American President Donald Trump
announced in 2017 that the United States will exit the
agreement stating “the Paris accord will undermine our
economy”.l

The question remains; is the global community adopting
the right tools and measures to bring those commitments
to action? Are we on track to achieving the promised
change? Are we all acting responsibly as global citizens
living on the same planet?

The past five years have been, collectively,
the warmest years in modern records with
2018 having a temperature rise of 0.83
degrees Celsius compared to the 1951 to
1980 mean.
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Part of Morocco’s NOOR Il and NOOR Il Concentrated Solar Power (CSP)
project in Ouarzazate, Morocco. Photo credit: Xinhua / Alamy Stock Photo.

Regional View

The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region has been
greatly affected by climate change. To date, the highest
temperature was recorded in Kuwait as 54°C. For decades
now, Jeddah has seen annual floods, while the rising sea
levels are slowly causing Alexandria to sink.

Meanwhile, the water levels of both the Nile Delta and the
Dead Sea have significantly dropped, with the latter having
an annual drop of about 1.2 metres, even though Jordan
only contributes to about 0.07% of global greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions."!

The Max Planck Institute in Germany expects temperatures
in the MENA regions to be 4°C higher by 2050 and many
cities to become uninhabitable by 2100, if urgent climate
action isn’t taken.®!

Morocco became the second best performing country in
the 2019 Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI). The
country is currently home to the world’s largest solar plant,
the Noor-Ouarzazate complex which has an area of about
3500 football fields and could power a city twice the size
of Marrakesh.[" 8!

Whether oil-producing or oil-importing, most countries in
the MENA region are currently moving towards renewable
energy as it is crucial in combating climate change.
However, the region has a long way to go in terms of
adaptation, monitoring and verification.

The Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
region has been greatly affected by climate
change. To date, the highest temperature
was recorded in Kuwait as 54°C. For decades
now, Jeddah has seen annual floods, while
the rising sea levels are slowly causing
Alexandria to sink.

Jordan is among the leading countries in
the region when it comes to clean energy,
enabling environment and investment
attractions, with a vision to increase its
renewable energy usage to 20% by 2021.

Jordan is taking action

In line of its continued commitment to climate action,

the Jordanian Council of Ministers recently issued a Climate
Change Regulation for 2019 aiming to coordinate national
efforts among stakeholders and undertake measures to
mitigate climate change and adapt to its impacts. The
regulation also came as a legislative framework for outlining
and implementing Jordan’s NDCs as well as integrating
them into the national plans.®

Wind Farm in Jordan. Photo credit: Marten Bjork.

Jordan is among the leading countries in the region
when it comes to clean energy, enabling environment
and investment attractions, with a vision to increase its
renewable energy usage to 20% by 2021.1"01["1

In addition to issuing the National Climate Change Policy
for 2013—-2020, the Ministry of Environment set forth

a Green Growth Plan for Jordan that aims to enhance
Jordan’s socio-economic and environmental performance
by creating green jobs, innovations and startups that could
attract green financing. Quoting the former Minster of
Environment, HE Dr Yaseen Khayyat “amidst unprecedented
economic and environmental challenges facing our world,
green growth is not a choice but the only way forward for
Jordan and the rest of the counties around the globe”.['?
Such legal and policy frameworks enable various actors
and sectors to prioritize, design and implement projects
that would not only help Jordanian communities adapt to
climate change impacts but also support local economic
development through new market opportunities.

At the Royal Scientific Society (RSS), we are proud to

be one of the major climate action supporters and advisors
to the Government of Jordan and its citizens. Jordan’s
First Biennial Update Report was prepared by the RSS
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in cooperation with the Ministry of Environment and the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in 2017,
the report studied different aspects of climate change in
Jordan so that proper measures can be taken.!"*!

Recently, the RSS developed a Monitoring, Reporting and
Verification (MRV) system for Jordan, in cooperation with the
Ministry of Environment and the World Bank. The system,
which will be used to access climate finance and improve
trust amongst parties as well as ensure the compliance of
different entities, is currently being tested by the RSS for
quality assurance before it is officially launched.

Join the Call for Action
Visit: https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/take-action.shtml
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The Royal Scientific Society (RSS) is an independent non-governmental, not-for-profit multidisciplinary science

institution established by Royal Charter. Founded in 1970 as a national organisation to actively advise and support
the development of Jordan with sound technical and policy advice, and consultations. The RSS undertakes specialised

and accredited testing, research work with local industries and universities, consultations for the private and public

sectors, and works in partnership with regional and international organisations. Since its inception as a national and

independent organisation, the prime objectives of the RSS have been to protect human health and safety, to safeguard
the environment, and to contribute to sustainable economic development.
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